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Protective​ ​Body​ ​Armor​ ​Overview 
The​ ​Protective​ ​Body​ ​Armor​ ​Fund​ ​was​ ​established​ ​by​ ​House​ ​Bill​ ​325​ ​during​ ​the​ ​1995​ ​Legislative 
Session.​ ​In​ ​2005,​ ​the​ ​Maryland​ ​State​ ​Police​ ​transferred​ ​the​ ​program​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Governor's​ ​Office​ ​of 
Crime​ ​Control​ ​&​ ​Prevention​ ​(GOCCP)​ ​to​ ​administer​ ​the​ ​state​ ​funds,​ ​which​ ​are​ ​available​ ​to​ ​local 
law​ ​enforcement​ ​agencies​ ​of​ ​any​ ​county,​ ​incorporated​ ​city​ ​or​ ​town,​ ​including​ ​Baltimore​ ​City. 
State​ ​agencies​ ​are​ ​not​ ​eligible​ ​for​ ​this​ ​funding. 

The​ ​program​ ​requires​ ​that​ ​a​ ​law​ ​enforcement​ ​agency​ ​must​ ​first​ ​expend​ ​funds​ ​for​ ​acquiring​ ​or 
replacing​ ​protective​ ​body​ ​armor​ ​from​ ​its​ ​own​ ​sources.​ ​The​ ​amount​ ​spent​ ​must​ ​at​ ​least​ ​be​ ​equal 
to​ ​the​ ​amount​ ​of​ ​State​ ​aid​ ​awarded​ ​from​ ​the​ ​fund.​ ​Funds​ ​received​ ​under​ ​this​ ​program​ ​must​ ​be 
used​ ​as​ ​an​ ​addition​ ​to,​ ​and​ ​may​ ​not​ ​be​ ​substituted​ ​for​ ​moneys​ ​appropriated​ ​from​ ​sources​ ​other 
than​ ​the​ ​Protective​ ​Body​ ​Armor​ ​Fund​ ​(BARM). 

Included​ ​in​ ​this​ ​report​ ​is​ ​a​ ​table​ ​showing​ ​the​ ​distribution​ ​of​ ​the​ ​FY​ ​2017​ ​BARM​ ​funds​ ​by 
receiving​ ​agencies;​ ​and​ ​a​ ​breakdown​ ​of​ ​the​ ​vests​ ​distributed​ ​to​ ​each​ ​agency.​ ​​ ​There​ ​is​ ​also​ ​a 
chart​ ​which​ ​depicts​ ​the​ ​​ratio​ ​of​ ​protective​ ​body​ ​armor​ ​to​ ​police​ ​officers​ ​in​ ​each​ ​local​ ​jurisdiction 
of​ ​the​ ​State​ ​that​ ​applied​ ​for​ ​money​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Fund.​ ​​ ​​The​ ​Notice​ ​of​ ​Funding​ ​Availability​ ​is​ ​also 
attached. 

Goal​ ​and​ ​Intent​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Body​ ​Armor​ ​Program 
The​ ​goal​ ​and​ ​intent​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Body​ ​Armor​ ​funds​ ​are​ ​outlined​ ​in​ ​Public​ ​Safety​ ​Article​ ​section​ ​4-102 
and​ ​assist​ ​local​ ​law​ ​enforcement​ ​agencies​ ​to​ ​acquire​ ​protective​ ​body​ ​armor​ ​for​ ​each​ ​police 
officer​ ​or​ ​to​ ​replace​ ​body​ ​armor​ ​at​ ​least​ ​every​ ​ten​ ​years​ ​or​ ​sooner,​ ​if​ ​testing​ ​indicates​ ​a​ ​need.​ ​The 
intent​ ​is​ ​to​ ​financially​ ​ease​ ​the​ ​burden​ ​for​ ​local​ ​law​ ​enforcement​ ​agencies​ ​to​ ​acquire​ ​protective 
body​ ​armor​ ​for​ ​each​ ​police​ ​officer.​ ​Body​ ​armor​ ​purchased​ ​with​ ​these​ ​funds​ ​must​ ​conform​ ​to​ ​the 
National​ ​Institute​ ​of​ ​Justice​ ​(NIJ)​ ​Standard​ ​0101.03​ ​(or​ ​the​ ​current​ ​edition)​ ​and​ ​V-50​ ​ballistic 
testing​ ​requirements. 

Body​ ​Armor​ ​Awards 
Many​ ​local​ ​law​ ​enforcement​ ​agencies​ ​are​ ​dealing​ ​with​ ​the​ ​financial​ ​burden​ ​of​ ​a​ ​struggling 
economy.​ ​This​ ​is​ ​especially​ ​true​ ​with​ ​the​ ​smaller​ ​jurisdictions​ ​that​ ​are​ ​staffed​ ​by​ ​only​ ​a​ ​few 
officers​ ​and​ ​a​ ​chief.​ ​These​ ​smaller​ ​agencies​ ​are​ ​faced​ ​with​ ​the​ ​challenge​ ​of​ ​providing​ ​the​ ​50% 
cash​ ​match​ ​required​ ​with​ ​the​ ​purchase​ ​of​ ​vests​ ​under​ ​this​ ​program,​ ​but​ ​they​ ​also​ ​understand​ ​the 
significant​ ​benefits​ ​officers​ ​receive​ ​with​ ​body​ ​armor​ ​along​ ​with​ ​the​ ​consequences​ ​for​ ​officers 
who​ ​do​ ​not​ ​have​ ​body​ ​armor 



● In​ ​FY​ ​2017,​ ​GOCCP​ ​was​ ​able​ ​to​ ​provide​ ​support​ ​for​ ​the​ ​purchase​ ​of​ ​95​ ​body​ ​armor 
vests.​ ​The​ ​Office​ ​awarded​ ​​ ​$48,513.00​ ​to​ ​15​ ​local​ ​law​ ​enforcement​ ​agencies​ ​in​ ​9​ ​counties 
and​ ​Baltimore​ ​City.  

 

   



FY​ ​2017​ ​Body​ ​Armor​ ​Grant​ ​Awards 
  

County  Agency  Award​ ​Amount  Number​ ​of 
Vests 

Awarded 

Number​ ​of 
Vests 

Requested 

Allegany​ ​County  Frostburg​ ​City​ ​Police  $650  ​ ​2  2 

Allegany​ ​County  Cumberland​ ​Police 
Department 

$2,175  3  3 

Baltimore​ ​City  Baltimore​ ​Police  $14,040  27  32 

Caroline​ ​County  Caroline​ ​County​ ​Sheriff’s 
Office 

$2,000  5  5 

Carroll​ ​County  Carroll​ ​Community​ ​College 
Foundation,​ ​Inc 

$1,306  2  2 

Carroll​ ​County  Hampstead​ ​Police 
Department 

$315  1  1 

Cecil​ ​County  Cecil​ ​County​ ​Sheriff’s 
Office 

$4,425  15  15 

Howard​ ​County  Howard​ ​County​ ​Police 
Department 

$6,840  9  9 

Prince​ ​George’s 
County 

Laurel​ ​Police​ ​Department  $1,408  2  2 

Prince​ ​George’s 
County 

District​ ​Heights​ ​Police 
Department 

$1,200  2  2 

Wicomico 
County 

Salisbury​ ​Police 
Department 

$6,855  11  11 

Wicomico 
County 

Wicomico​ ​County​ ​Sheriff’s 
Office 

$2,618  7  7 



Worcester 
County 

Ocean​ ​Pines​ ​Police 
Department 

$1,068  2  2 

Worcester 
County 

Town​ ​of​ ​Snow​ ​Hill  $946  1  2 

Worcester 
County 

Ocean​ ​City​ ​Police 
Department 

$2,667  6  25 

  TOTALS   $48,513.00  95  120 

 

 

 

Ratio​ ​of​ ​​Protective​ ​​Body​ ​Armor​ ​and​ ​Police​ ​Officers 

County  Number​ ​of 
Sworn​ ​Officers 

Numbers​ ​of 
Vests 

Awarded 

Ratio​ ​of​ ​Body​ ​Armor 
Funded​ ​to​ ​Sworn 

Officers 

Allegany  162  5  3.09% 

Baltimore​ ​City  3,154  27  0.86% 

Caroline  59  5  8.47% 

Carroll  307  3  0.98% 

Cecil  263  15  5.70% 

Howard  635  9  1.42% 

Prince​ ​George’s  2,613  4  0.15% 

Wicomico  294  18  6.12% 

Worcester  238  9  3.78% 

 










































