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From the Governor’s Office of Crime Control & Prevention

December 28, 2017

The Honorable Larry Hogan The Honorable Thomas V. Mike Miller, Jr.
Governor of Maryland President of the Senate

100 State Circle State House, H-107

Annapolis MD 21401 Annapolis MD 21401

The Honorable Michael Erin Busch
Speaker of the House of Delegates
State House, H-101

Annapolis MD 21401

RE: MSAR# 11248 Task Force to Study Erroneous Conviction and Imprisonment

Dear Governor Hogan, President Miller, and Speaker Busch:

[ am writing this letter to inform you on the work of the Task Force to Study Erroneous
Conviction and Imprisonment as required by Chapter 799 of 2017.

This Act charged the task force to do the following: (1) study the State’s current process for
establishing whether a conviction was made in error and for determining the innocence of a
person erroneously convicted; (2) study the processes and standards in other states for
designating an erroneous conviction, determining a person’s innocence, and compensating a
person for imprisonment based on an erroneous conviction; and (3) make recommendations on
whether the State should create and implement a new process to designate an erroneous
conviction and determine the innocence of a person erroneously convicted, including whether a
specific agency should certify that a person is innocent. Attached is a roster of the task force
members. The legislation charged the Governor’s Office of Crime Control & Prevention with
staffing responsibilities.

The task force met on October 24, 2017. At this meeting, important discussions were initiated
about compensation for the wrongfully convicted and imprisoned in Maryland and other states.
Lauren Dedon, Policy Analyst for the Homeland Security & Public Safety Division of the



National Governors Association (NGA) presented on other state’s erroneous conviction
standards for eligibility, compensation, and commissions that have assembled. The NGA
presentation highlighted common recommendations of state task forces and commissions, such
as setting compensation levels, creating reintegration packages, and establishing conviction
integrity units.

At the meeting, however, former Delegate Brett Wilson, Chair of the Task Force, informed the
members of his impending resignation prior to the next meeting because of his judicial
appointment. His resignation from the House was effective on November 16. There is currently a
vacancy left for an appointed member of the House.

In light of these events, the second meeting scheduled for November 29, 2017, was cancelled.
The next meeting date has not been scheduled. The task force is not due to sunset until
September 30, 2018, providing sufficient time to study this topic effectively and provide
recommendations. However, due to the untimely vacancies, the formal report was not submitted
on the due date of December 15. On December 22, Governor Hogan appointed Scott
Shellenberger, Baltimore County State’s Attorney, as the Chair of the Task Force, effective
immediately.

Sincerely,

AN

V. Glenn Fueston, Jr.
Executive Director
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