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What is DRM?

- The former Maryland Disabi l i ty Law Center (MDLC)

- Protect ion and advocacy organizat ion (P&A)

- Federal  law empowers P&A to provide legal  

representat ion and monitor state - l icensed faci l i t ies 

to ensure legal  r ights and safety of  indiv iduals 

with disabi l i t ies

- DRM services are free
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Disabi l i ty  Rights Maryland (DRM)

New VOCA grant  rec ip ient
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Developmental Disabil it ies in Maryland

- Developmental  d isabi l i t ies can be ei ther physical  

or intel lectual ,  but general ly require that an 

indiv idual be provided wi th external  support  or 

regular assistance in order to l ive independent ly

- Examples: aut ism, cerebral  palsy, 

t raumatic brain in jury,  Down syndrome, fetal  

a lcohol syndrome
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Developmental Disabil it ies in Maryland (con’t)

- In Maryland, services provided through 

Developmental  Disabi l i t ies Administrat ion (DDA), a

subset of  the Department of  Heal th and Mental  

Hygiene (DHMH)

- Trend towards integrat ion wi th the community 

(HCBS)

- State- l icensed provider agencies del iver care  

through a broad range of home and community 

based services
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Developmental Disabil it ies in Maryland (con’t)

- Histor ical ly vulnerable populat ion wi th l imi ted 

access to the cr iminal  just ice system

- Indiv iduals wi th disabi l i ty are at an increased r isk 

of v io lence and abuse

- DHMH (OHCQ) invest igates provider agencies

- Provider agencies sel f - report  instances of abuse, 

neglect,  death, in jury,  unauthor ized restraints,  or  

unant ic ipated hospi tal izat ions

- DRM has access to provider and OHCQ reports
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DRM’s VOCA work on abuse
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Sexual Abuse

- Sexua l  assau l t  by  s ta f f

- Sexua l  assau l t  by  ano the r  i nd i v i dua l  

rece i v i ng  DDA se rv i ces

- Sexua l  assau l t  by  a  th i rd -pa r t y

- 2015  regu la t i ons  on  sexua l  abuse  p reven t i on  

(COMAR 10 .22 .17 )  need  en fo rcemen t ,  robus t  

t r a i n ing  fo r  bo th  s ta f f  and  i nd i v i dua l s
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Physical/Psychological Abuse

- Phys i ca l  o r  psycho log ica l  abuse  by  s ta f f ,  

unde rm ines  p romise  o f  sa fe  env i ronmen t

- Ve rba l /psycho log ica l  abuse  by  s ta f f

- Med ica t i on  o f  i nd i v i dua ls  w i thou t  consen t
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DRM’s VOCA work on neglect
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Neglect

- Staf f  suppor t  is  cr i t ica l  to  empower ing ind iv iduals  

with developmenta l  d isabi l i t ies to  l ive in tegrated 

and fu l l  l ives

- Fai lure of  s taf f  to  show up or  negl igence by staf f  can 

leave an ind iv idual  wi thout  access to food,  personal  

support ,  or  the communi ty

- Fai lure to  coord inate between d i f ferent  prov iders can 

lead to fur ther  iso lat ion and hamper an ind iv idual ’s  

abi l i ty  to  access the communi ty
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Future VOCA work
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Opportunities for future VOCA work

- Access  to  cou r t s  fo r  i nd i v idua ls  w i th  

d i sab i l i t i es

- Comba t t i ng  abuse  and  neg lec t  o f  i nd i v i dua ls  

i n  nu rs ing  homes

- Comba t t i ng  abuse  and  neg lec t  o f  i nd i v i dua ls  

w i th  men ta l  hea l th  cond i t i ons

1500 Union Avenue, Suite 2000, Baltimore MD 21211

www.DisabilityRightsMD.org 



Ext

Contact Information

Brian Di t tmeier

Vict ims of Cr ime Attorney

Disabi l i ty Rights Maryland

443-692-2491

briand@disabi l i tyr ightsmd.org
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